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INTRODUCTION

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations … Matt. 28:19

God wants disciples, not just converts.

Discussion: Were you followed up or discipled as a young Christian? How has this 

affected you?

Why Disciples?

A disciple is not just a follower, but a committed, willing and yielded follower of the 

Lord.

He's a dedicated, fruitful, mature Christian who leads others to Christ and help them to 

grow in the Lord.

“A disciple is a functionally mature, responsible reproducing member of a local church.” 

D. Kennedy

Jesus' view of discipleship

A disciple is one who:

Deny self (Lk. 9:23; Mk. 8:34; Mt. 16:24)

In step with Christ (Mt. 10:24, 25,32)

Serve others (Mt. 10:42; Mk. 10:42-54)

C omitted to God's word (John 8:31,32)

Involved in the great commission (Mt. 28:18-20)

Produces much fruit (John 15:8)

Loves other believers (John 13:24-35)

Encourages the body (John 21:15b; Eph. 4:11-12) 

What is discipleship?

Discipleship is a process of imparting the life of the Lord Jesus unto the child. It is a 

gradual, continuous, and cumulative learning process that is geared towards making a 

disciple conform to the image of Christ Jesus.

The discipler need to be like:

A mother - gentle, understanding and loving (1 Thess. 2:7-8)

A Father - encouraging, comforting, and urging to live a life dedicated to God. (1 

Thess. 2:11-12)

A role model - pure in conduct, right and without fault. (1 Thess. 2:10)
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Under s t a ndi ng Unders tandi ng 
FORGIVENESSFORGIVENESS



Condi�ons of Forgiveness: Repentance is a necessary ingredient of the fully developed 

forgiveness. Forgiveness restores completely the rela�onship which existed prior to the sin.  "I 

will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more" (Jer 31:34); "I, even I, am he that 

blo�eth out thy transgressions" (Isa 43:25); "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 

removed our transgressions from us" (Ps 103:12).

There must be both a gran�ng and an acceptance of the forgiveness. It was this state of mind 

which led the father joyfully to welcome the Prodigal before he even gave u�erance to his 

newly formed purpose (15:21).

So in certain cases in civil and family governments' forgiveness should be held in abeyance un�l 

it is duly sought. The offender in himself has no right to forgiveness un�l he seeks it in the true 

spirit of repentance. In the outward expressions of this, parents should o�en wait for the 

outward signs of penitence in their children. The same may be true some�mes in other 

rela�ons as between brothers and sisters

1.  God want us to extend forgiveness without the repentance of the one Forgiving spirit:

who has wronged us. He encourage having a forgiving state of mind. This Jesus requires, as is 

implied by, "if ye forgive not everyone his brother from your hearts" (Ma� 18:35). The Lord's 

Prayer: "as we also have forgiven our debtors" (6:12). It is this forgiving spirit which condi�ons 

God's forgiveness of our sins (Mark 11:25; Ma� 6:14-15). 

2. To seek to bring the wrongdoer to repentance. "If thy brother sin against thee go, show 

him his fault between thee and him alone" (Ma� 18:15-17). 

Conclusion: To revenge injuries is to repay evil for evil. We are all weak, frail, and sinful creatures. 

None of us passes through one day without feeling that he requires forgiveness from his God, and 

too o�en also from his fellow-creatures. Mercy is all our hope, forgiveness our constant prayer. 

Is there someone you must forgive? Is there someone who you have hurt or someone who has 

hurt you?

As we cannot be forgiven on the basis of our own merit, but are recipients of God's gracious 

forgiveness, so we need to forgive others on the basis of grace.  God who is infinitely greater 

than us, can and will use His perfect grace to bless us, and as we receive grace – so we are to 

pass it on to others
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