






THE ESSENCE OF STUDYING HISTORY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
· We study history of Sunday School so that we can know how it  was established.
· History of Sunday school will enable us to appreciate the sacrifice and labour of great men 

God used to to bring Sunday school to limelight.
· It will challenge us to look for ways to fulfill our ministry and make impact in our 

genera�on. 
 

1780:  ROBERT RAIKES AND THE FOUNDING OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.
Robert Raikes (1736-1811) is known as the founder of the modern Sunday school movement.  He 
was a friend of Whi�ield and Wesley and received help from William Wilberforce.  

Un�l Raikes, there were isolated occasional Sunday Schools but their influence was mainly 
restricted to one city, one town or one church.  Robert Raikes however founded Sunday Schools 
for the whole church.

Raikes was touched by the plight or his city's poor children, who worked long hours in the 
factories six days a week and then spent their Sunday running through the streets causing 
mischief. In 1780, Raikes started a School on a Sunday morning at Mrs. Meredith's kitchen. He 
hired four women to teach them the Bible, manners, right living and the basic of reading, 
wri�ng and arithme�c, which they could not have received in any other way. Raike's efforts 
inspired people throughout England and in Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Africa to start similar 
schools. Historians see the Sunday School Movements as the beginning of popular educa�on 
(educa�on for all children) in Great Britain. A�er laws were passed in 1802 restric�ng child 
labour, weekdays schools were started by two different Chris�an groups and the Sunday 
Schools became more like we have today.

Within 4 years, more than 250,000 children were a�ending Sunday School in England.
For many years a�erwards churches and individuals supported the schools in England to 
ensure that children would con�nue to receive training in Bible and character along with the 
other subjects.

Raikes died in 1811 but by 1831, Sunday school in Great Britain was ministering weekly to 
1,250,000 children, approximately 25 percent of the popula�on.

Bishop Ashbury introduced Raikes idea of Sunday Schools into America in Virginia in 1786.  By 
1810, the American version of the Sunday school movement had become a part of the church and 
the emphasis was more on Biblical teaching of children rather than on teaching children to read 
and write.

William Fox, a Bap�st deacon, had been impressed by what he saw of Robert Raikes Sunday 
School and so he wrote to Robert Raikes about a plan to establish a Sunday School Society.  In 
1785 Fox established the 'Sunday School Society' where teachers were to be paid.  By 1803, the 
plan of voluntary unpaid workers was established and the  London Sunday School Union' was 
formed to replace the Sunday School Society.
Robert Raikes first idea was li�le more than to keep the children out of the streets and to protect 
the Sabbath.  Then the children were taught to read and write.  Then the Bible was introduced as 
the reading book.  The next step was to commit the Bible to memory.  Then the churches 
embraced the Sunday school.
 

However, in those early Sunday Schools there was not even the hint of possible conversion of 
children.  The Bible was simply a book of 'task-lessons' to the young.
  



J.  CHARLES HADDEN SPURGEON 1834-1892
It was Spurgeon who in 1886 introduced the 
wordless book in a sermon en�tled 'The Wordless 
Book'.

Come Ye Children (1989) is a book containing 
sermons preached by Spurgeon on training and 
reaching children.  The following are quotes 
directly from Spurgeon.

On how old a child needs to be before they can 
be saved.

I will not say at what age children are first 
capable of receiving the knowledge of 
Christ, but it is much earlier than some 
fancy; and we have seen and known 
children who have given abundant 
evidence that they have received Christ 
and have believed in Him at a very early 
age."

K.  1856 D L MOODY:  FATHER OF THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL IN AMERICA
In 1856, D L (Dwight Lyman) Moody (1837-1899) 
rented four pews at the Plymouth Congrega�onal 
Church in Chicago to provide lonely boys like him 
a place of worship.  Then he joined the mission 
band of the First Methodist Church, visi�ng and 
distribu�ng tracts at hotels and boarding houses.  

The prayer revival that was sweeping the na�on 
in 1857-59 affected Moody greatly.  Discovering a 
li�le a�ernoon Sunday School on the corner of 
Chicago and Wells he offered his help.  He was 
told there were already nearly as many teachers 
as students so he began recrui�ng.  The first week 
he brought in eighteen children, doubling the 
Sunday School!  Soon his recrui�ng overflowed 
the place.

He went to the shores of Lake Michigan in the 
summer of 1858 and taught children, using 
pieces of dri�wood as chairs.  He was dubbed 
"Crazy Moody" about this �me, but respect came 
through the years as the �tle slowly changed to 
"Brother Moody," "Mr. Moody," and finally, "D.L. 
Moody."

Lhimself of his sinfulness, of Christ's blood 
poured out for him, and of the "whiter-than-
snow" cleansing provided for him.

It is not known when the gold page was added, 
but it brought another dimension to the book, 
depic�ng the love of God and the glories of His 
heavenly home.  Nine years later, D. L. Moody 
used the book of colours at a children's service 
where an es�mated 12,000 were present to hear 
his message on "a book with four leaves-black, 
red, white and gold."

Ruth Overholtzer, wife of Child Evangelism 
Fellowship's founder, J. Irvin Overholtzer, 
discovered the book in 1924.  It was being 
published in London at that �me.  Fi�een years 
later, CEF added the final colour, green, to 
represent Chris�an growth.

.  PAYSON HAMMOND
In the mid 1800s, there was a revival in Scotland.  
A young evangelist by the name of E. Payson 
Hammond was visi�ng from Connec�cut.  One 
day at the end of a service, he stumbled across a 
group of children in a vestry, age no older than 
about 8 or 9, fervently praying in their own prayer 
mee�ng.  It surprised him that they could pray so 
fervently with no adult present.  It s�rred him so 
much that he could not stop thinking about it.  
“What did it mean?  How could li�le children pray 
like that?  What had brought these children 
together without even one adult present?”

The answer came back forcibly to Hammond's 
mind. “Because they are born again!”

That day, Hammond made a vow.  He would 
spend his en�re life leading children to Jesus.  
Hammond kept his vow and spent the rest of his 
life leading thousands and thousands of children 
to Jesus throughout Britain and the United States 
of America.

One of his assistants was Josiah Spiers who was to 
become one of the most important people in 
recent history in helping children find Jesus 
through the establishing of Scripture Union.

M.  1867:  SCRIPTURE UNION
In 1867, Josiah Spiers spoke to fourteen children 
in a drawing room in Islington, London, and began 
the pioneer work of sharing Christ with children in 
a way that relates to their real needs.  This led to 
the founding of the Children's Special Service 
Mission, or CSSM, which was later to become 
Scripture Union.

In 1879, Scripture Union introduced a system of 
daily Bible reading.  
Scripture Union con�nues to work with churches 
to make God's Good News known among children 
and youth through a variety of crea�ve methods.  
These include outreaches, missions, and daily 
Bible reading programs for children and youth. 

 




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

